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EM? STRENGTHENS HAINAN BASES:

TROOPS, REFUGELS CATBE_FOOD SHORTAGR

YU-LI# BECOMES IMPCRTANT HARBOR -- Kung-shang Jih-pao, 30 Oot 49
On 23:Betober 1949, Pai Ch'ung-hwi flew to Hainan with other EMI military

officisle to:inspsct Yu-lin Barbor and to study the possibility of using 1t as
a base far opsrations agaimst the Comauninis.

Becauso of the importance of the Hai-k'ou--Yu-lin highway, Cen Ch'en
Pai-nan (Usda: 12864, 228, 1010) has proceeded with the project of repairing
this road, Guards have been posted at the bridges along the highway. -

_ The Cuntral Naval Hemdquartors is novw in the process of tranaforming
Jalting Tu-1in Harbor into a shipyard by transferring to 1t material and squipment
TR vhich were removed frem Husag-pu Harbor. Rscently, many vewsels salled to

Tu-1in from Taivan, thus creating a harbor sscond In importance to Hai-k'ou.

On 24 October 1949, a conference was held by the Natiomalists to study
the defense .of Hainan and ths mopping-up of the guerrilla forces and their
lsader, Fong Pai-ohi (13682, 7709, 13755). Freparation for the urganization
of the shipbuilding activities has been in progress and. the naval forces for
Hainan have been organized. A machipery repair ehop has been established
with 50 technicians and Yuan Hsiuag (10661, 12961) as the chief.

At present, the population of the ocapital of Hainan is not over 15,000
peopla. Business in this city has besn very poor.

L]
According to EMT estimate:, the total number of CCP guerrillas on Eriran
s not mere than 20,000, approrimately 30 percent of whom caxry arms.

EAVAL POWER PW -- Kung-shang Jih-pao, 2 Nov 49

Kaval power in Eainan hes been strengthened in order to defend the area.
Yu-1in Harbor installations have been expended to wake it a vital maval area.
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As & Tesult tLis hsrbor 1s on the sams Level of importance ag th. Tajvan paval
area, . Liang Heu-cheo (4967, 2928, 4510), commanding officer of th. harhor, lmas . .

beon requested to Jrav up piams for the defeige of ‘dainan.

EMT REFUGEES, TROOPFS DISRUFT HAINAN LIFE -- Hain-sheng Wan-pao, 3 Fov 49

The majority of the epproximately 100,000 soldiers on Heinen bave comgre-
g@ted in Hai-k’ou., This city, vhich has bocame the center for KMI' political |
refugees, 18 also the port of entry fur EMT troops. ) ; AT

Heiman University has become the reception cenmter for both troops and
equipnent. Cleserooms and auditorium bave been transformed into treop barracks,
Approximstely eix or seven different military wnits are hers; some temporarily,
others permanently, Since the population of thie imstitution hse increasod 8o . -
rapldly, problems im connsotion with public utilities and other eervices have i
bscome very great. Other institutions of learning have sinilar problems, Al--" .
though goverrmental ordsrs vere issved in an attempt to remedy ths situatiom, o
invesions of inatitutioms by troope bave comtinued.

Previously, the agricultural producticn of Baiman wae sufficient to supply '’
ths pseds of the island, but becauss of the increased military forces amd the
arrival of refugees, the problems of supplying food and othsr provisions have
becoms areat, The price of rics has risen more than 100 percent and mea’ more R
than 50 percent.

FOOD PROBLEM BECOMES SERIOUS -- Kung-shang Jih-peo, 6 Nov I9

With the increase of civilian and military perscmnel, the food situation
on Hainan has becoms serious, According to the June 1949 census, which 1s in~
complete dus to the inacceseibility of the Cammnist gusrrilla areas, the popu-
lation numbers 1,839,691 persons, The population of Hai-k'ou has been esteblished
20 more than 90,000,

Another reason for Hainan®s food problem is the Increase of uncultivated
lands and the fact that there are only 16 rice mills on the island. The popula-
tion in rural arees has decreased as a result of aerial warfare during the pre-
ceding 8 yearws, therefore, agricultural production has decroased.

The 1949 barvest in Hainan was very poor. The output of rice was 9,277,286
piculs, and of other miscellsneous food products, 2,778,500 picule, The amount
of rice copsumed last year by the Hainan popuiution was 11,853,545 piculs. This
indicates the difficulties of the island to supply its own needs, let alane the
demends of the numsrous troops that are continuing to swarm into Halnan,

From well-informed sourcea it 1s learned that the rural people are desperate.
Farmers are without seeds. The frrmers® diet consists only of taro, sweet
potatoes, and miscellansous provislons.

Prior to ths fall of Zuang-chou, & largs shipment of rice was trenaperted
to Hainan but this stockpile is almost depleted. At the recent KMT conference
held at Hai-k'ou the problem of food supply wr.s discuseed and it wes decided to
request the EMT Central government in Taiwen to furnish funds to purchase rice
from Thailand., It wae also dscided to send troope into the Interior of Hainan
to protect the farmers, It has been suggssted that an agreement should be made
with Thailaad to get rice in exchange for Bainan's livestock, espsclally hogs.
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